
WHAT IS 
ACADEMIC 
HONESTY?

S O M E R S  H I G H  S C H O O L

2 0 2 2

produce and submit their own 
work, in all classes, for all 
assignments. 
respect intellectual property by 
acknowledging all ideas and works 
of others. 
show proper conduct during 
assessments.  

Students who uphold the principles 
of academic honesty:

 Academic honesty is essential 
because academic misconduct 

undermines students’ education.
 

Students engaging in academic 
misconduct miss important 

learning opportunities. 

Read and familiarize themselves with 
the SHS Academic Honesty Policy as 
well as class-specific policies. 
Always submit their own work. 
Acknowledge all sources. 
Make proper use of citation style (per 
class requirements). 
Respect internal deadlines. 
Adhere to teacher instructions and 
expectations for group work vs. 
independent work. 
For IB assessments, sign a 
declaration of authenticity before 
submitting work.
Ask for clarification about when 
peer/group work is permitted.
Ask for help (from teachers, ASC, 
Writing Center) when unsure of how 
to cite information from sources. 

Role of Students
 

Students are expected to be principled 
and conduct themselves in a manner 
that reflects integrity and their 
understanding and acceptance of the 
school policies on academic honesty.

 Students are expected to: 

 

Link to full SHS Academic 
Honesty Policy

At Somers High 

School, we define 

integrity as doing 

the right thing, 

even when no one 

is watching. 



Student shares homework with 
classmates (collusion). 
Student submits copied work as 
their own (collusion). 
Students work together on graded 
work when teacher expected 
independent work (collusion). 
Student uses internet sources, 
such as Google Translate or 
Photomath, to complete class or 
home work when teacher expected 
student’s own work (plagiarism). 
Student submits writing that 
includes information from sources 
that are not cited (plagiarism). 

YELLOW: Teacher-led consequences, 
involvement of Library Media 
Specialist to document incidents and 
provide students with instruction 
about academic honesty practices.  

Examples:* 
 

 

TYPES OF ACADEMIC DISHONESTY*

Allowing work to be copied or submitted 

for assessment by another student. 

Copying work from another student and 

submitting that work as your own. 

Sharing any graded work with students 

who were absent or in other classes. 

Letting partners/group members do all 

the work and claiming credit for the work. 

Completing work as a group that teacher 

expected to be completed individually. 

COLLUSION

Copying or paraphrasing (sentences, 

paragraphs, or entire assignment) from 

internet sources without citing all sources. 

Copying artwork from an outside source 

and submitting it as your own. 

Using tools such as Google Translate and 

Photomath without teacher approval: this 

is falsely submitting work as your own that 

you did not produce. 

PLAGIARISM

Bringing notes, cell phones, or smart 

watches into exam settings. 

Looking at another student's test and/or

discussing exam content with others. 

Sending pictures or descriptions of exam 

content to other students. 

MISCONDUCT

DUPLICATION OF WORK

Submitting a project or piece of artwork 

completed in a prior grade for work 

assigned in a current class. 

Writing a paper for one class and submitting 

it as new work for another assignment in a 

different class. 

Student is involved in one of the 
above scenarios (see yellow), except 
the assignment is larger in scope. 
Student submits work completed in 
another class as “new” work. 
Student engages in academic 
misconduct again after a yellow 
infraction.

ORANGE: Involves a department 
committee to determine consequences; 
requires counselor and parental 
notification, as well as involvement of 
Library Media Specialist to provide 
student with instruction about academic 
honesty practices. 

Examples:*

 

All instances of academic misconduct 
begin with a discussion between the 
teacher(s) and the student(s) about 
the severity and category (yellow, 
orange, or red) of the infraction. 

Student copies most or all of a major 
assignment from another student or 
internet source and submits it as 
their own work (plagiarism). 
Student shares answers with or 
accepts content from another 
student on an exam before, during, or 
after the testing period (misconduct). 
Student uses notes, a cell phone, 
smart watch, or any restricted item 
during an exam (misconduct). 

RED: Involves administration to 
determine consequences; requires 
counselor and parental notification. 

Examples:*

*examples do not represent complete lists.


